
 

 

 

 

 

 
Every November 11th Americans honor the men and women of the United States 
Armed Forces, showing them our appreciation for their brave service. Since 
1926, Veterans Day has been celebrated in many ways. Learning about Veterans 
Day is a great way to celebrate our country’s heroes. 
 

 
 Veterans Day, originally known as Armistice Day, was intended to honor the veterans of 

World War I. The celebration of Armistice Day took place annually on November 11th, 
commemorating the end of The Great War in 1918, at 11:00 A.M., on the eleventh day of 
the eleventh month. An armistice is a stopping of warfare by mutual agreement, as a truce 
preliminary to the signing of a peace treaty. 

 The United States Congress enacted Armistice Day on June 4, 1926. Armistice Day was 
made a national holiday on May 13, 1938, and was to be celebrated on November 11th each 
year. 

 In 1954, ‘Armistice Day’ was changed to ‘Veterans Day’ because Americans found it more 
fitting to honor all of America’s veterans, not just those veterans of World War I. 

 On June 28, 1968, the Uniforms Holiday Bill was implemented to insure that Veterans Day 
and other national holidays would be celebrated on a Monday each year. Under this new 
law, Veterans Day would have a different date each year.  

 Since many Americans continued to celebrate Veterans Day on November 11th despite the 
1968 law, in September 1975 a new law returned the annual observance of Veterans Day to 
its original November 11th date. 

 Celebrating Veterans Day on November 11th each year preserves the significance of the end 
of World War I and helps to focus our attention on the day’s purpose. On Veterans Day we 
celebrate America’s heroes, their patriotism, our patriotism, and the great value of sacrifice 
for the common good. Veterans Day is a celebration of heroes, victory, and peace. 

 Veterans Day is often celebrated with the display of American flags, military parades, and 
visits to military graves or war memorials. 

 

Show your patriotism and your appreciation of our veterans by observing 
Veterans Day. Display an American flag, educate yourself about the wars  

that veterans fought, or write a letter of appreciation to a military veteran  
in your community! 

Veterans Day 
 

A celebration of heroes 
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