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During WWII, African Americans 
fought for a Double Victory—one 

aboard against the Axis countries 
of Germany, Japan, and Italy, and 

one at home against racism 
discrimination, and inequality. 

 
More than one million African 

Americans served in the military 
during WWII, including the first-

ever black Marines (Montford 
Point Marines), the first-ever black 

tank battalion (the 761st), the first 
ever black fighter pilots (Tuskegee 

Airmen), and the first black 
general (Benjamin O. Davis, Sr.).  

They trained and served in 
segregated, black-only units—

ironic for a country fighting against 
Hitler, the world’s greatest racist! 

 
African Americans on the Home 

Front worked in defense factories, 
volunteered for Civil Defense jobs, 

and supported the war effort by 

buying War Bonds, scrapping 
metal and rubber, rationing food 

and growing Victory Gardens. 
 

Many leaders of the Civil Rights 
Movement of the 1950s and 60s 

were veterans of WWII.  They 
returned to the United States 

having courageously served their 
country and could no longer 

accept being treated as second-
class citizens.  They continued the 

fight for freedom at home. 
 

 
 

To learn more about  

African Americans in WWII:  
www.nationalww2museum.org  
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Cut out and fold in half.  You can use a glue stick to hold it together. 
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