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    Figures on the number of  
Latinos who served in WWII 
are imprecise because data on 
Latinos as a separate group was 
not maintained. With the 
exception of  the 65th Infantry 
Regiment from Puerto Rico, 
Latinos were not segregated 
into separate units, as African 
Americans were. In all, up to 
half  a million Latinos served in 
the Armed Forces.

   Latino servicemen earned 
praise in combat in the 
Philippines, North Africa, the 
Aleutians, the Mediterranean, 
and throughout Europe. Latino 
soldiers distinguished them-
selves both as individuals and 
as members of  elite units.

   On the Home Front, a 
shortage occurred in manual 
labor that threatened the war 
effort. The Bracero Program, 
as it was entitled, allowed 
thousands of  Mexican migrant 
workers to come to the United 
States and earn money to send 
home to their families. More 
than 50,000 Mexican 
agricultural workers and 75,000 
Mexican railroad workers were 
legally allowed to work on a 
contract basis.
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