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Primary Sources with Discussion Questions 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Leading Discussion Questions: 

 Take a look at the photograph. What is happening in the picture? (Hints for students: notice the 
helmeted soldier, the patient’s shirt is open, the men’s positions, the worried expressions of the 
women in the background, and the discarded helmet on the left of the image.) 

 Who are these men? (Look at the clothing and equipment, the medic’s arm band and dog tags.) 

 When and where do you think it was taken? (In a village, notice the children and women’s 
clothing, lack of shoes, the dirt pathway.)  

 What so you think is in the bottle held up by the soldier second from the left? (The liquid is clear 
and a large volume connected to the injured soldier through a tube. Students may think that this 
is medicine which would likely be dosed by syringe, not a drip line.) 

 Describe what you see in the background of the photograph. (Notice the discarded helmet at the 
far left, explore the presence of civilians including women and children during war.)  

Private Roy Humphrey of Toledo, Ohio, is being given blood plasma by Private First Class Harvey White of 
Minneapolis, Minnesota, after he was wounded by shrapnel on 9 August 1943 in Sicily. Image courtesy of 
National Archives and Records Administration. 
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